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The Fourth Affiliated Hospital, Zhejiang University School of
Medicine(ZJU4H) is a provincial tertiary hospital located in Yiwu in
central Zhejiang Province of east China. Yiwu boasts to be the world's
largest wholesale market for small commodities. Founded by the Yiwu
municipal government and managed by Zhejiang University, ZJU4H
opened its doors in 2014 and rapidly grew into a high— quality,
research-oriented and comprehensive hospital of 123,000 square
meters with 1,200 beds, 2,000 employees, 48 clinical specialties and
medical departments, 46 inpatient nursing units and other OR, OPD,
ER nursing units, etc.
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The International School of Medicine, Zhejiang University(ZJU-
ISM) built on Zhejiang University’ s hundred-year history. The ZJU-
ISM has aimed high since its inception. With its Medicine listed as
national First-class discipline, the University is confident and able to
extend medical education into the central region of the Province.
Huang Hefeng, academician of the Chinese Academy of Scienc es
and well-known reproductive medicine scientist is the inaugural dean
of the ZJU4SM. With the combined support of the University and Yiwu
government, ZJU4SM will better serve the national "Double First-class"
Initiative and deliver the top-guality care the region needs, and
transform health professional education in an interconnected world.
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The International Institutes of Medicine, Zhejiang University (ZJU-
[IM) as the research and translation platform for ZJU4H and ZJU4SM,
ZJUAIM focuses on five major disciplines, including reproductive
medicine, oncology regenerative and aging medicine, global health
and traditional Chinese medicine, advocating for multidisciplinary
collaborations to address clinical issues and advance translation from
bench to bedside.
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Visit of the Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine,
National University of Singapore,
Strengthening Collaborative Efforts in Medical Education

7TB13H, FEEN AFRERS EZ ARG
B(Lau Tang Ching ) —f7iAai#r APl “—m—ig”
EfREZR, AR ‘—m—i8 ERESR (&)
REPCHRE, ‘—F K EREFRE) BIREKE

@ Written by: Han Qiqi
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On July 13th, a delegation from the Yong Loo
Lin School of Medicine, National University of
Singapore (NUS YLL), paid a visit to the International
School of Medicine, Zhejiang University (ZJUASM)
and the Fourth Affiliated Hospital, Zhejiang University
School of Medicine (ZJU4H). The visit, led by YLL
Vice Dean Lau Tang Ching, marked a significant
follow-up to ISM Vice Dean Chen Weiying’ s
delegation’ s visit to NUS in February. Chairman Xu
Jian, Vice Dean Chen Weiying, and Assistant Dean
Sun Wen attended the meeting.

Vice Dean Chen Weilying provided an overview
of the International School of Medicine. In particular,
she shared the “CLINIC-based” teaching
approach to cultivate talent, including Competency—
based training, Longitudinal mentorship,
Interdisciplinary curriculum, New professionalism,
Individual development, and Cultural immersion,
aiming to nurture well-rounded medical
professionals. Chen also shared insights into the
medical education, sparking mutual interest in
potential collaborations in curriculum upgrading, joint
programs, electives and workshops, and SoTL
collaboration.

Vice Dean Lau Tang Ching of NUS YLL
emphasized the institution’ s commitment to the
collaborative development of medicine, education,
and research. He highlighted three significant
aspects for curriculum reform at the YLL. Firstly, the
school strives to align with the Ministry of Health
(MOH)” s work towards a healthier Singapore.
Secondly, it aims to fulfill the MOH’ s six national
standards to cultivate the medical professionals.
Thirdly, it has implemented the new NUS
interdisciplinary healthcare curriculum to provide
diverse pathways and courses for students, offering
various activities and courses as well as overseas
exchange internships and research opportunities to

t their personal and professional

development.

The fruitful discussions and exchanges between
the two parties covered various topics. Zhu Lin, the
deputy director from the Office of Teaching and
Student Affairs, introduced the history and the
highlights of the MBBS program, and the ongoing
faculty training program. Lee Shuh Shing, Assistant
Director of the Centre for Medical Education
(CenMED) at the YLL, gave an overview of the
CenMED, including offering training in curriculum
development, professional assessment, teaching
methods and assessment, medical education
research, etc. During the discussions, both parties
further strengthened their cooperation in areas such
as faculty training, student exchange programs, and
clinical skills training. And in the coming November, a
faculty training program would be launched in Yiwu.

The visit concluded with a renewed sense of
collaboration and shared goals. The delegations
from NUS YLL and ZJUASM expressed their
eagerness to explore further cooperation
opportunities, which will undoubtedly contribute to
the advancement of medical education in ZJU4SM
-and the development of highly skilled healthcare
professionals.
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Meet the new faculty: Grow together with the
internationalization of health professions

education (HPE)

Dr. Xu Xiaoming received her Ph.D. from
the University of Groningen in 2023 and has
recently begun her position as the research
fellow and secretary of the Center for
International Medical Education (CIME). Her
research fields are health professions
education and the internationalization of
higher education. In this article, Dr. Xu shares
her thoughts about the health professions
education (HPE), the key missions of
internationalization, and why the necessary
role of the CIME as an HPE scholarship unit
within @ new medical school. Moreover, she
shared her own story about why choosing
the International School of Medicine, Zhejiang
University (ZJUASM), and her goals for being
a member of the CIME.

@ Written by: Xu Xiaoming
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What is the health professions education?

Health professions education (HPE) is an internationally recognized scholarly field that
helps medical schools and academic teaching hospitals to ensure evidence support and
theory-informed education delivery. HPE focuses specifically on education in the health
professions, ranging from the initial training of future health professionals to their lifelong
continuing professional development. The research topics include but are not limited to

(1) teaching and assessment of competency-based medical education;

(2) workplace performance assessment for both learners and practicing professionals;

(3) development of health professional identity;

(4) feedback strategies in clinical settings;

(5) use of informatics and simulation technologies;

(6) continuing health professional training;

(7) admission strategies;

(8) accreditation of health professional training programs;

(9) HPE research methods. [1]

As a crossdiscipline between pedagogy and health professions, HPE can focus more
acutely on issues that have been neglected by education and medicine as well as bridge the
two disciplines together. Supported by the theories of problem-based learning, competency-
based medical education, bedside teaching, and simulation learning, HPE could support
professional educators and leaders in terms of curriculum design, student assessment,
program evaluation, and research, thus training better future healthcare workforces.

23

Internationalization as a pathway to enhancing the quality of education

Internationalization of higher education, in general, incorporates the international,
intercultural, and global dimensions into the curriculum in ways that are relevant to graduates’
professional practice.[2] It could benefit higher education institutions with quality improvement,
global competitiveness, and cultural diversity. In the HPE context, internationalization means,
for example, developing students’ ability to access and evaluate new ideas and practices
from diverse national and cultural sources, using advanced intercultural skills in their
professional practice, and practicing medicine in a global context.[2] Facing the recent hits of
global health events, people recognized, more than ever before, the requirements of
international communication, culturally competent and expert healthcare leadership, and
collaborative international biotechnology and medical science research. Nowadays,
internationalization is not an optional choice, but an essential component that should be
included in medical education curricula in all parts of the world.

Student mobility is a pivotal topic in the internationalization of higher education.
Nevertheless, the presence of international students on campus does not mean
internationalization nor does it mean reciprocal cultural exchange is occurring.[3] The
establishment of international learning environments requires a holistic consideration of the
curriculum, atmosphere, as well as support services. Moreover, internationalization is not a
goal in and of itself, but rather a pathway leading to educational quality enhancement that
prepares all students and staff to be intercultural proficient professionals and citizens. Both
internationals and domestics should enjoy and bring diversity bonuses to the international
learning environment.
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The necessity of the CiME for a medical school

The CIME, as a research center, would play critical roles in (a) faculty development, (b)
providing support in developing educational policy, (c) curriculum and pedagogy reform, and (d)
conducting scholarship in teaching and learning activities in health professions education. As a
Health Professions Education Scholarship Unit (HPESU), it aims for establishing global
standards, staying current with developments in HPE worldwide, and facilitating policy-making
to achieve excellence in medical education. Beyond the research outputs from individual
research fellows, the center would seek cooperation locally, nationally, and globally. For a new
international medical school, the center also serves as a reflective communication entity to act
rapidly on recent HPE results and be innovative in international education. Even though the
CIME is still young at present, it will grow as a strong HPESU that helps eventually cultivate
better internationalized medical workforces.

Working as a new—comer at the ZJU-ISM and CiME

"Xiaoming's research fields, which pertain to the internationalization of higher education
and health professions education, suit greatly the ZJU4SM," according to Prof. Chen Weiying,
the executive director of the CIME. Xiaoming deeply agrees with the educational philosophy
proposed by Prof. Chen and feels connected to her advocacy of “CHA4N4-C” -based
curriculum principles including Competency based training, Longitudinal mentorship, Individual
development, New professionalism, Interdisciplinary curriculum, and Cultural immersion. She
feels that the ZJU4SM is a place that could help her practice the theoretical knowledge she has
learned. Xu illustrates that “the CIME would provide sufficient space for me to explore and
grow, opportunities to expand international exchanges and cooperation, keeping my
professional field refined, thanks to the support of like-minded colleagues and leaders.”

Prof. Chen holding a group meeting with MBBS students

After working here for a fortnight, she acknowledged that her previous expectations have
been met, “This working place provides me the independence to conduct research of my own
interests. Moreover, the CIME has a strong advisory committee like Prof. Luo Jianhong and
Prof. Nico Bos to provide me with sophisticated advice timely. Besides, the working
relationships with young peers like Qiqgi, Hechang, and Mengze are really pleasant. More
importantly, it has a supportive leader Prof. Weiying Chen. | have already gradually built my
sense of belongings to the ZJU4SM and the CIME. | have the confidence of growing together
with the CIME to achieve excellence in medical education as described in its working
definition,” said Xiaoming.

-
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